Ornamental Grasses Provide Visual Impact
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Graceful, flowing plumes produced by purple fountain grass makes it one of the
most popular ornamental grasses today. The gentle waving motion of many types
of ornamental grasses creates a very peaceful atmosphere within a landscape.

A quiet revolution of sorts
has been gradually taking
place over the last few
years. Wildflowers and na-
tive plants became vogue,
and formal, squared-off
landscape designs gave way
to more naturalistic curves
and flowing lines.

One of the newest trends in
landscape design and plant
materials is the use of orna-
mental grasses in the land-

scape. More than ever be-
fore, gardeners are realizing
the fine accent and architec-
tural effect this group of
plants contributes to a gar-
den.

As one applies the principles
of good design—repetition,
variety, balance, emphasis,
sequence, and scale—along
with the design qualities of
color, texture, line and form,
one appreciates the many

uses and functions of or-
namental grasses.

This trend follows along
with the continued explod-
ing popularity of perennial
flowering plants. Besides
bamboo, a grass which
knows no bounds, and
pampas grass, that huge,
billowy, sharp-edged grass
with  attractive  white
plumes, ornamental grass-
es have been relatively
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ignored in American landscapes.

Not so in Europe, where for years
many different types of grasses have
been finding homes in landscapes and
where there are many nurseries de-
voted solely to the culture of grasses.
Landscape architects on both sides of
the ocean have long used grasses for
their striking architectural qualities
and rhythm, but gardeners have been
slower to adopt the widespread use of
grass for the landscape design.

In part, this may be because we're so
use to thinking of landscape plants as
round to oval to even squared-off
balls of green matter. Grasses, after
all, are what we walk on, and are so
commonly seen in meadows and pas-
tures in the countryside.

Ornamental grasses make very striking
accents, and thus it might be more
difficult to imagine using them in a
more formal landscape setting. But,
use of ornamental grasses is increas-
ing, and more varieties are now availa-
ble.

Not only do ornamental grasses look
attractive in the landscape, but they
are very easy to grow, hardy and
many make excellent cutting plants
for flower arrangements. The striking
architectural forms of ornamental
grasses are so bold they naturally
draw the eye.

Ornamental grasses can provide
height, color, contrast, wildlife shelter,
spiky accents, feathery waves, and low
-growing clumps to gardens and land-
scapes. They can be grown in beds or
in pots. Many grasses retain their
shape and foliage structure through
the winter, giving added texture to the
garden.

Ornamental grasses provide a natural
transition from formal plantings
around the home to less formal sur-
roundings of the native landscape.
Ornamental grasses can be arranged
in masses as you would shrubbery or
flower borders. Blend and weave
with wildflowers to intensify seasonal
transitions. Plant them in containers
and use them as you would potted
flowers or foliage on the deck or ter-
race.

Ornamental grasses come in an
amazingly broad assortment of col-
ors, sizes and forms. They also come
in a variety of hues ranging from bur-
gundy, red, yellow, and green and
their growth characteristics are just
as varied with some hugging the
ground at six inches while others can
tower several feet toward the sky.
They can billow out, weep over
gracefully or stand upright in a tight,
perky clump.

While ornamental grasses have to
add beauty to the garden to justify
their space and care, they have the
added bonus of being very low
maintenance and very insect and dis-
ease free. Best of all, while the lawn
needs to be mowed weekly, orna-
mental grasses need little care to
look great—no weekly mowing here.

Ornamental grasses can be used in
the landscape just like perennials, but
their usefulness extends far beyond
that of a normal perennial. With or-
namental grasses, looks aren't every-
thing—they can add the dimensions of
sound and movement to the garden
as wind catches and rustles the
leaves. The gentle waving motion of
the grasses, and the accompanying
sounds, create a very peaceful at-
mosphere within your garden.

Ornamental Grasses Provide Visual Impact

Ornamental grasses add an air of
elegance and character to a yard.
Whether it is included in elaborate
landscaping or nestled amongst gar-
den flowers, it is sure to add a spe-
cial flair to the surroundings. Orna-
mental grasses can add lasting
beauty and provide a wonderful
asset to the home landscape.

Now through spring is the time to
select and plant ornamental grasses
in your landscape and enjoy their
graceful upright foliage and delicate
flower plumes during the coming
year.

Just about any ornamental grass will
add fall and winter interest to the
landscape as the foliage goes
dormant and the plumes dry.

At a Glance

WHAT: Herbs for the Gulf Coast
WHEN: 9:00 - 11:00 a.m., Saturday,
September 28

WHO: Galveston County Master
Gardeners Nancy Langston-Noh and
Briana Etie will present a program
showcasing herbs that grow well in
the Gulf Coast garden. They will also
share growing tips, herb uses and
perseveration techniques. The audi-
ence will be encouraged to share
their experiences and participate in
the discussion.

WHERE: Galveston County Agrilife
Extension Office located in Carbide
Park (4102-B Main Street) in La
Marque. Preregister by e-mail
(galvcountymgs@gmail.com) or
phone (281-309-5065).

00 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000



