
Plumeria Add Tropical Accent to 
Local Landscapes 

from mid-spring through 
the beginning of winter. 
Plumerias can be main-
tained as a shrub or small 
tree grown in the garden 
or in a container on the 
patio. 

There is absolutely noth-
ing like the sweet fra-
grance of plumerias in full 
bloom, with fragrances 
reminiscent of jasmine, 
citrus, spices, gardenia, 

Have you been looking for 
an easy to grow tropical 
tree that is sure to make 
your landscape a tropical 
paradise?  Consider adding 
a plumeria tree (also 
known as frangipani tree) 
to the warmer areas of 
your yard. Plumeria is un-
doubtedly one of the most 
beautiful and delightful 
plants grown in our sub-
tropical growing environ-
ment. 

Plumerias are tropical 
plants so last winter’s ex-
tended periods of freez-
ing temperatures exacted 
a toll on plants left out in 
landscapes to fend for 
themselves. The good 
news is that plumerias 
can easily be re-
established from cuttings. 

This easy-to-grow tree 
will cover itself with fra-
grant colorful flowers 
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Plumerias are well known for their striking and intensely fragrant blooms which occur in 
a wide range of colors. An educational program on plumerias will be held on Saturday, 
June 2, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the Galveston County AgriLife Extension Office. 
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and other delightful scents. These 
flowers are treasured for their dura-
bility, fragrances and colors of 
whites, yellows, pinks, reds, and 
multiple pastels. 

There are several different species 
of plumerias, plus several hybrids 
and hundreds of cultivars.  While 
plumerias are native of Central 
America and the Caribbean area, it 
is probably thought of as a symbol 
of Hawaii–it is best known as the 
source of the Hawaiian lea, a neck-
lace made from a string of these 
fragrant flowers. 

Whether you already grow, or have 
an interest in growing, plumeria, 
attending an upcoming seminar en-
titled “A Passion for Plumeria” will 
be of value. Master Gardener 
Loretta Osteen will provide the 
presentation. Topics to be discussed 
include proven varieties, proper fer-
tilization, soil and light require-
ments, pruning, propagation meth-
ods, and methods of overwintering. 

Loretta’s passion for plumeria start-
ed during a family vacation to Ha-
waii many years ago.  "I wanted to 
learn about these things," says the 
Galveston County Master Gardener. 
She then joined the Plumeria Socie-
ty of America, an organization 
founded in Houston. 

Then she started growing plumerias 
in her home landscape on Tiki Is-
land. Like other Master Gardeners 
with a passion for growing a specific 
plant or group of plants, Loretta’s 
home landscape became a bit 
crowded. She was fortunate to also 
own a lot next door and was able to 
fill it with plumeria. 

More than 200 plumerias now 
surround her Tiki Island home. 
Loretta fondly describes watching 
drivers in cars passing by her 
property then slow down to an 
almost crawl to take in the view of 
so many different plumeria plants 
with blooms in a rainbow of col-
ors. While Loretta was able to pro-
vide protection from last winter’s 
freezing temperatures to most of 
her plumerias, she reported that 
she could not save every plant. As 
a result, this summer’s floral dis-
play will not likely be as expan-
sive. 

Loretta’s will present her seminar 
on Saturday, June 2, from 1:00 - 
3:00 p.m. at the Galveston County 
AgriLife Extension Office located 
in Carbide Park (4102-B Main St. 
in La Marque). Pre-register by e-
mail (galvcountymgs@gmail.com) 
or phone (281-309-5065). Pro-
gram participants who pre-
register will also be eligible to re-
ceive a variety of door prize draw-
ings including potted juvenile 
plumerias, seedling plumerias and 
other plants. 

At a Glance 

MG Plant Sale on Thursday, May 
31 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. Master Gardeners have been 
growing a variety of plants in their 
greenhouse and shade house over 
the spring growing season. These 
plants will be offered sold for 
$1.00 each and will be worth mak-
ing a visit if you have a few spots 
in your landscapes that need fill-
ing. Citrus trees will also be 
offered for sale at a discount. The 
plant sale will be conducted 

on Thursday, May 31, from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Discov-
ery Garden located in Carbide 
Park (4102 Main Street) in La 
Marque. 

Successful Vegetable Gardening 
Seminar on Saturday, June 2, 
from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Galveston 
County Master Gardener Herman 
Auer, a vegetable specialist with 
50 years of hands-on experience 
growing vegetables, will discuss 
how to plan and start a vegetable 
garden, its location, and the best 
plant varieties for Galveston 
County. He will also include polli-
nation, mulching, the effects of 
full-sun and shade on leafy and 
fruiting vegetables, and garden 
failures. This seminar will be con-
ducted at the Crystal Beach Fire & 
Rescue Building located at 930 
Noble Carl Drive, Crystal Beach. 

Soil Health Seminar on Saturday, 
June 16, from 1:00 - 3:00 
p.m. Galveston County Master 
Gardener Jim Gilliam will present 
a program that describes how to 
evaluate the "health" of your gar-
den soil. With only a spade and a 
wire flag, he will show how to 
conduct 18 tests that will allow 
you to determine your soil's quali-
ty. He will offer strategies for re-
solving deficiencies. Building great 
soil is the most important step to 
take for successful gardening. The 
seminar will be conducted at the 
Galveston Extension Office locat-
ed in Carbide Park (4102-B Main 
Street in La Marque). Pre-
registration is requested to ensure 
availability of handouts (e-
mail galvcountymgs@gmail.com o
r phone 281-309-5065).  
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