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Firebush is a tropical shrub that reliably produces clusters of bright reddish-orange or
scarlet tubular flowers in abundance from early summer until late fall. Firebush is so
attractive to hummingbirds that some gardeners also call it the hummingbird bush.

Plants do not always
live up to the expecta-
tions of performance
that their common
names would suggest.
Firebush is a notable
exception as its name
says it all! This tropical
shrub reliably produces
clusters of bright red-
dish-orange or scarlet
tubular  flowers in
abundance from early
summer until late fall.

Even the flower stems
are red. Firebush
seems to actually flour-

ish under Gulf Coast
weather during August
and September. I gave
it a “Two Thumbs Up”
rating in 2011for its
stellar performance un-
der record heat and
drought conditions.
Firebush is heat,
drought and salt toler-
ant. Like many land-
scape plants, firebush
is also known by other
common names includ-
ing Mexican firebush
and scarlet bush.

As 1 took the photo of

one of my firebush
plants in my home
landscape that accom-
pany this article, I was
focused on the flowers.
Then I heard the famil-
iar and distinctive high-
pitched, buzzing sound
of a hummingbird ris-
ing up over the fire-
bush. He was only
about a yard away from
me and [ remained mo-
tionless to enjoy this
rare close up encoun-
ter.

Firebush is so attrac-
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tive to hummingbirds that
some gardeners also call it the
hummingbird bush. Butterflies
love it also.

Firebush is a dependable and
useful perennial for Galveston
County landscapes as well as
the southern half of Texas.
However, it freezes back to the
ground during cold winters but
dependably re-sprouts each
spring in our growing area.
Firebush is native to tropical
regions, including parts of
Mexico where it grows as a
large shrub or small tree. It will
dependently grow to a height
of 8 feet or more by late sum-
mer in our growing zone. It is
best utilized in mass plantings
and borders. It also does well
in containers where it can be
placed on a patio in summer
and brought inside to a sunny
location during the winter.

Full sun or part sun locations
are preferable to shady ones
which will result in rank
growth and lower flower pro-
duction. As an added bonus, as
temperatures cool in the fall,
firebush foliage turns to a
burning red.

There will be a wide selection
of firebush plants offered at
the Master Gardeners’ Orna-
mental and Perennial Plant
Sale on Saturday, October 12,
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in
Carbide Park.

Caterpillars on Citrus
Orange dog caterpillars are
commonly found feeding on
citrus trees during midsum-
mer. The distinctive caterpil-
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lars look like bird-droppings—
an ingenious disguise for pro-
tection from predators. If your
tree has only a few caterpillars,
you can handpick them off.
Larger infestations can be
treated with 2 to 3 applications
of an insecticide containing Ba-
cillus thuringiensis (such as
Dipel or Green Light's BT
Worm Killer). Applications
should be spaced four or five
days apart because this prod-
uct does not last long in the
environment and  quickly
breaks down. Bacillus thur-
ingiensis is derived from a
naturally occurring bacterium
that only affects caterpillars
and does not affect people,
pets, wildlife and many benefi-
cial insects. Malathion and
Sevin also provide good con-
trol.
Be aware that the orange dog
caterpillar is the larval stage of
a beautiful swallowtail butter-
fly. Killing the caterpillars will
stop emergence of adult but-
terflies. Orange dog caterpil-
lars will not likely kill a citrus
tree but caterpillars chewing
on a young tree can be harm-
ful. So you have to decide if los-
ing a few citrus leaves is a
small price to pay for being
able to enjoy some swallowtail
butterflies.

At a glance
WHAT: Fall T-budding of Cit-
rus & Deciduous Fruit Trees
DATE: Saturday, September 21
TIME: 9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon
TOPICS: T-budding is a grafting
method is used on trees about
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the size of a pencil. A Power-
Point presentation by Master
Gardener Herman Auer along
with hands-on demonstrations
will be offered to help build
confidence for the attendee.
Class is limited to 24 partici-
pants; others are welcome to
observe.

WHAT: The Fabulous Fragrant
Frangipani (Plumeria)

DATE: Tuesday, September 24

TIME: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

TOPICS: Master Gardener
Loretta Osteen will provide a
PowerPoint program covering
the history and culture of
Plumeria, how to use the flow-
ers, propagation by seeds and
cuttings, and grafting. Options
for protecting plumeria over
the winter season will also be

stressed.
Both seminars will be offered
at the Galveston County

AgrilLife Extension Office in
Carbide Park (4102-B, Main St.
La Marque). Pre-registration
required by phone (218-534-
3413, ext. 1-2) or e-mail
(GALV3@wtnet) or website
(http://aggie-

horticulture.tamu.edu/
galveston).



mailto:GALV3@wt.net�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston�

	Plant of the Week: Firebush

	Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service — Galveston County	 Office					

	September 18, 2013

	Page #

	Plant of the Week: Firebush



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



