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Mowing is a weekly ritual for most lawn owners. Mowing regularly and at the right height are two im-
portant criteria for maintaining a healthy beautiful that will also help guarantee that your lawn is the

envy of the neighborhood.

A major activity for a lot of
homeowners for many
weekends to come will be
mowing the lawn. Yes, it's
that time of the year. With
the occurrence of two very
decent rains during after-
noon hours over the week-
end, lawnmowers will
likely be in full use over the
month of June.

Given increasingly warmer
temperatures and ample
soil moisture, all lawn
grasses will be in rapid
growth stage. There is no

doubt about it, while
many homeowners con-
sider this a not-so-fun
chore, they also take
pride in how the finished
effort adds beauty to the
home landscape. An at-
tractive lawn makes an
ideal setting for a home
and adds beauty to an
area. In addition, a lawn
reduces dust, glare and
heat, muffles noise, helps
prevent erosion and sur-
face runoff and provides
a good play area. It can
also increase the value of

your property.

How many of us are guilty
of giving little thought to
how we approach this
chore—simply start the
engine and "whack and go."
The "whack and go" phi-
losophy won't cut it or, to
be more precise, it won't
cut it right. A lackadaisical
approach can result in dis-
appointing results.

The single most important
cultural practice to main-
taining a beautiful lawn is
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proper mowing. Poor mowing prac-
tices can have many devastating
effects on the lawn that no amount
of fertilizer, no amount of water,
and no amount of pesticides can
correct.

The three most common mowing
errors are improper cutting height,
improper frequency of mowing and
mowing with a dull blade.

Turfgrass researchers have identi-
fied the ideal cutting height range
for each of the turfgrasses we com-
monly use here for our lawns. The
following are recommended cutting
heights for turfgrass: St. Augustine
grass, 2.5 to 3 inches; common ber-
mudagrass, 1 to 2 inches; and hy-
brid bermudagrasses, one-half to
1.5 inches. Make sure you know
which turfgrass is in your lawn and
set your mower accordingly.

If your lawn is shaded or receives
heavy use, move the cutting height
up a half inch or so from the above
ranges. Also, mowing at the highest
level of the stated ranges helps con-
serve water by creating a living
mulch, shading the ground and re-
ducing evaporation.

Of equal importance to cutting
height is mowing frequency. Associ-
ated with mowing frequency is the
somewhat controversial subject of
whether or not the clippings should
be removed from the lawn.

The frequency at which the lawn
should be mowed is dependent on
the growth rate of the lawn. A good
rule-of-thumb is to remove no more
than one-third of the grass height at
any one mowing. For example, if
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you are maintaining your St
Augustine grass at 3 inches, mow
the lawn when it is about 4 inches
high. Cutting off more than one-
third at one time can stop the roots
from growing and would require
frequent watering during dry sum-
mers to keep the plants alive.

If this criterion for mowing fre-
quency is followed, clippings will
not need to be removed. The grass
clippings simply fall back into the
turf and the nutrients they contain
(up to 3 percent nitrogen) will be
available and recycled for future
use by the lawn.

When was the last time you had
your mower blade sharpen? Proba-
bly the most common violation of
the lawn care rules is mowing with
a dull blade. If your lawn is blan-
keted by a sea of jagged, discolored
tips a few days after mowing, in-
spect the mower blade. Blunt
blades rip and tear the turf leaving
a hazy-grayish to brown appear-
ance to the tips of the shredded
lawn. A sharp blade will glide
through the turf grass making
mowing easier for you and less
traumatic on the lawn.

Make it a habit to have your blade
sharpened every winter while the
mower is not in use. If need be,
have the blade sharpened by a pro-
fessional and make sure that the
blade is properly balanced after
sharpening.

One of the benefits of proper mow-
ing is weed control. Few weeds can
compete with the rapid growth and
dense turf of a properly mowed
lawn.

Ample rains mean lush lawns

[ certainly can't blame you if think
mowing the lawn is a chore, but ap-
proach the task in a positive man-
ner. Look at it this way—the lawn
has to be mowed regularly anyway
and the time required to do it prop-
erly is about the same as that re-
quired to do it improperly. On top
of that, proper mowing heights,
proper mowing frequency and a
sharp blade will help guarantee that
your lawn is the envy of the
neighborhood.

Repeat of Peach Pruning Demon-
stration

An additional peach pruning dem-
onstration will be conducted on
Thursday, June 13, at 9:00 a.m. at
the Master Gardener Demonstra-
tion Orchard in Carbide Park in La
Marque (4102-B, Main Street.) No
pre-registration is required.



	Ample rains mean lush lawns

	Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service — Galveston County	 Office					

	June 12, 2013

	Page #

	Ample rains mean lush lawns



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



