
Fruit Orchard and Garden 
Tour set for Saturday 

likely have a fungal leaf spot 
disease known as early blight, 
which also can cause leaf, 
stem and fruit lesions. Leaf 
spots can start out brownish-
black and then expand to 
show concentric color zones 
with a yellow halo. 
 
Once early blight is present, 
your only option is to slow 
the rate of disease transmis-
sion. Scout your garden regu-
larly and remove infected 
leaves or severely infected 
plants because they provide 
inoculum (spores) for the dis-
ease to spread. 
 
You might notice that disease 
typically starts on the lower 
leaves, which are closest to 
the soil, which harbors the 
initial inoculum that starts the 
disease cycle in the spring. 
Splashing water, as well as 
heavy rains, can help spread 
early blight, so only water the 
root zone of the plant and 
avoid wetting the foliage as 
much as possible. .  

The Extension Fruit and Pe-
can Committee, Master Gar-
dener volunteers and Galves-
ton County AgriLife Exten-
sion Office will co-sponsor a 
Fruit Orchard and Garden 
Tour from 9 a.m. to noon Sat-
urday. The program is open to 
the public and free of their 
roses, and much time pruning, 
deadheading and watering 
them to keep them blooming. 
Roses that qualify for the 
Earth-Kind designation are 
low-maintenance and perform 
very well under a variety of 
growing conditions. 
 
To obtain a map with direc-
tions to the tour sites, visit the 
Galveston County AgriLife 
Extension Office, 4102 Main 
St., in La Marque. For infor-
mation, call 281-534-3413, 
Ext. 2-1. A printable copy of 
the tour map and additional 
details are available on my 
website, http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/
galveston (click on the Exten-
sion Educational Programs 
link). 
 
Area homeowners who grow 
— or plan to grow — fruit or 
vegetables for home use will 
find the tour sites to be of 
considerable benefit. 
 
Gardeners Q&As 
 
Q: I just cannot keep my 
Christmas cactus plants 
healthy. One plant will droop 
and start rotting at the base, 
then another plant repeats the 
same process. Help! 
 
A: It sounds like an over-

watering problem. The sur-
face of soil mix should be 
allowed to dry before rewater-
ing. Since you appear to have 
problems with just one or two 
plants at a time, it would be 
important to be attentive to 
soil moisture levels within 
each pot, i.e., some plants 
could be thirsty at any given 
time, while others should be 
skipped. 
 
The potting mix must drain 
well after watering. It could 
be well worth the effort to 
repot all plants using the soil 
mix from one bag to increase 
uniformity in soil moisture 
levels among pots. Then there 
would be less need to indi-
vidualize your watering tech-
nique. The down side to this 
approach is that if you still 
over-water your Christmas 
cactus, the remaining plants 
likely will droop, rot and die. 
 
Q: What are these spots on 
my tomato leaves? 
 
A: Your tomato plants most 
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Dr. William Johnson is a 
horticulturist with the 
Galveston County Office 
of Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service. Visit 
his website at   
http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/
galveston. 
 
News column printed in 
the Galveston Daily 
News, The Post, and 
other Galveston County 
Newspapers. 

The 2012 Fruit Orchard and Garden Tour will be open to the public from 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday. Three sites are on this year's tour route. 
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