
COMPOST HAPPENS & APRIL 20 SEMINAR HELPS 
SPEED IT UP 

magic enzymes or 
elixirs. 
Finished compost has 
all the necessary mi-
crobes and creatures 
in it. How convenient! 
Managing a compost 
pile is just helping 
these guys to do their 
job by providing the 
food, moisture and 
oxygen they need. 
Magazine articles 
sometimes make it 
sound like you need a 
degree in biochemistry 
before you can com-
post anything. Once 

Compost happens. 
And it's a good thing it 
does or we would all 
need more than hip 
boots to get around. 
Organic matter breaks 
down or decomposes 
eventually, except of 
course, when it's 
placed in garbage 
bags and gets buried 
in a landfill. 
Composting is the 
controlled decomposi-
tion of organic materi-
als such as grass clip-
pings and tree leaves 
using not only aerobic 

bacteria (ones that 
need oxygen, not the 
smelly anaerobic kind) 
and fungi, but also 
protozoans and 
worms.  
Now you may be won-
dering if you have to 
go out and buy a bag 
of "starter compost" for 
your compost pile. 
Compost piles are kind 
of a "field of dreams" 
proposition. Build it 
and they will come. 
Commercial additives 
are not necessary and 
there is no need for 
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THE HANDS OF A MASTER. Jim Hall (pictured above on the left) of Santa Fe will demonstrate several grafting 
techniques at the Pecan Grafting Workshop at Carbide Park on Monday, April 22, from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
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you understand the basic prin-
ciples, the methods and con-
tainers for composting can be 
quite diverse. 
Composting is really no more 
complicated than baking a 
cake. Most of the ingredients 
for the compost pile will be 
grass clippings, leaves and 
other plant parts from the gar-
den and landscape. 
Some things should not be put 
in the compost pile such as 
meat and bones, which can at-
tract rodents, raccoons, cats 
and dogs. Although a well-
managed pile should kill most 
disease organisms and weed 
seeds, you should leave out 
obviously diseased plants or 
weeds that have gone to seed. 
Finished compost is "black 
gold" to gardeners. Forget buy-
ing peat moss to add to soils. 
Use compost instead. It acts as 
a great soil conditioner by loos-
ening heavy clay soils, improv-
ing water-holding capacity of 
sandy soils, and adding all the 
wonderful microbes, fungi and 
important plant nutrients back 
into the soil. 
If you want to learn the basics 
of home composting, be sure to 
reserve a seat for the upcoming 
seminar on “The ABCs of 
Home Composting” to be held 
on Saturday, April 20, from 9:00 
to 11:30 a.m. at the Galveston 
County AgriLife Extension Of-
fice at 4102-B Main St. in La 
Marque (Carbide Park). 
The seminar will be presented 
by Ken Steblein, a Certified 
Texas Master Gardener as well 

as a Texas Master Composter. 
Pre-registration is required to 
ensure availability of handouts. 
Visit or contact the Extension 
Office (281-534-3413, ext. 1-2 
or GALV3@wt.net) to make 
your reservation. 

PECAN GRAFTING WORK-
SHOP 

Miracles still happen all across 
Texas during this time of the 
year because it's pecan grafting 
time. The miracle is a person 
being able to take a native pe-
can tree or a tree that just does 
not produce quality nuts and 
turn it into a wonderful paper 
shell variety pecan tree through 
the use of a sharp knife and a 
stick of grafting wood. 
I'm talking about the grafting of 
pecans. The art and science of 
grafting pecans—and fruit trees 
as well—is one thing which 
really intrigues people. How-
ever, once you give grafting a 
try and understand the con-
cepts involved, you will realize 
that the procedure is basically a 
very simple one.  
Whether you're a seasoned pro 
or a novice beginner, being 
able to successfully graft a pe-
can or fruit tree then watching 
the new graft "take" never loses 
its thrill. Wouldn't it be neat if 
you could learn how to actually 
create such miracles with your 
own two hands? 
On Monday, April 22, from 4:00 
to 5:30 p.m., you can attend the 
Pecan Grafting Workshop ac-
tivities at the North Pavilion in 
Carbide Park to learn the how-
to's of successful pecan graft-

ing. Carbide Park is located at 
4102 FM 519 in La Marque. 
The pecan is our state tree. To 
avoid the time delays neces-
sary to produce the first crop of 
pecans from a tree and to en-
sure the best varietal character-
istics, superior varieties are 
grafted onto already growing 
trees. 
One of the keys to successful 
pecan grafting is to use high-
quality graftwood. In early Feb-
ruary, Extension Fruit and Pe-
can Committee members har-
vested a limited supply of graft-
wood representing several va-
rieties recommended for Gal-
veston County. Graftwood from 
these trees will be available 
($1.00 per stick) at the work-
shop. 
Graftwood needs to be kept 
moist and cool at all times until 
it is used; so, if possible, bring 
a cooler and several gallon-
sized "zip lock" plastic bags. 
The pecan grafting workshop is 
open to the public; no preregis-
tration is needed. 

mailto:GALV3@wt.net�
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