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COMPOST HAPPENS & APRIL 20 SEMINAR HELPS

THE HANDS OF A MASTER. Jim Hall (pictured above on the left) of Santa Fe will demonstrate several grafting DI William Johnson is a
techniques at the Pecan Grafting Workshop at Carbide Park on Monday, April 22, from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Compost happens.
And it's a good thing it
does or we would all
need more than hip
boots to get around.
Organic matter breaks
down or decomposes
eventually, except of
course, when it's
placed in garbage
bags and gets buried
in a landfill.

Composting is the
controlled decomposi-
tion of organic materi-
als such as grass clip-
pings and tree leaves
using not only aerobic

bacteria (ones that
need oxygen, not the
smelly anaerobic kind)

and fungi, but also
protozoans and
worms.

Now you may be won-
dering if you have to
go out and buy a bag
of "starter compost" for
your compost pile.
Compost piles are kind
of a "field of dreams"

proposition. Build it
and they will come.
Commercial additives

are not necessary and
there is no need for

magic
elixirs.
Finished compost has
all the necessary mi-
crobes and creatures
in it. How convenient!
Managing a compost
pile is just helping
these guys to do their
job by providing the
food, moisture and
oxygen they need.

Magazine articles
sometimes make it
sound like you need a
degree in biochemistry
before you can com-
post anything. Once

enzymes or

horticulturist with the
Galveston County Office
of Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service. Visit
his website at
http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/
galveston.

News column printed in
the Galveston Daily
News, The Post, and
other Galveston County
Newspapers.
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you understand the basic prin-
ciples, the methods and con-
tainers for composting can be
quite diverse.

Composting is really no more
complicated than baking a
cake. Most of the ingredients
for the compost pile will be
grass clippings, leaves and
other plant parts from the gar-
den and landscape.

Some things should not be put
in the compost pile such as
meat and bones, which can at-
tract rodents, raccoons, cats
and dogs. Although a well-
managed pile should kill most
disease organisms and weed
seeds, you should leave out
obviously diseased plants or
weeds that have gone to seed.

Finished compost is "black
gold" to gardeners. Forget buy-
ing peat moss to add to soils.
Use compost instead. It acts as
a great soil conditioner by loos-
ening heavy clay soils, improv-
ing water-holding capacity of
sandy soils, and adding all the
wonderful microbes, fungi and
important plant nutrients back
into the soil.

If you want to learn the basics
of home composting, be sure to
reserve a seat for the upcoming
seminar on “The ABCs of
Home Composting” to be held
on Saturday, April 20, from 9:00
to 11:30 a.m. at the Galveston
County AgriLife Extension Of-
fice at 4102-B Main St. in La
Marque (Carbide Park).

The seminar will be presented
by Ken Steblein, a Certified
Texas Master Gardener as well
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as a Texas Master Composter.
Pre-registration is required to
ensure availability of handouts.
Visit or contact the Extension
Office (281-534-3413, ext. 1-2
or GALV3@wt.net) to make
your reservation.
PECAN GRAFTING WORK-
SHOP

Miracles still happen all across
Texas during this time of the
year because it's pecan grafting
time. The miracle is a person
being able to take a native pe-
can tree or a tree that just does
not produce quality nuts and
turn it into a wonderful paper
shell variety pecan tree through
the use of a sharp knife and a
stick of grafting wood.

I'm talking about the grafting of
pecans. The art and science of
grafting pecans—and fruit trees
as well—is one thing which
really intrigues people. How-
ever, once you give grafting a
try and understand the con-
cepts involved, you will realize
that the procedure is basically a
very simple one.

Whether you're a seasoned pro
or a novice beginner, being
able to successfully graft a pe-
can or fruit tree then watching
the new graft "take" never loses
its thrill. Wouldn't it be neat if
you could learn how to actually
create such miracles with your
own two hands?

On Monday, April 22, from 4:00
to 5:30 p.m., you can attend the
Pecan Grafting Workshop ac-
tivities at the North Pavilion in
Carbide Park to learn the how-
to's of successful pecan graft-

ing. Carbide Park is located at
4102 FM 519 in La Marque.
The pecan is our state tree. To
avoid the time delays neces-
sary to produce the first crop of
pecans from a tree and to en-
sure the best varietal character-
istics, superior varieties are
grafted onto already growing
trees.

One of the keys to successful
pecan grafting is to use high-
quality graftwood. In early Feb-
ruary, Extension Fruit and Pe-
can Committee members har-
vested a limited supply of graft-
wood representing several va-
rieties recommended for Gal-
veston County. Graftwood from
these trees will be available
($1.00 per stick) at the work-
shop.

Graftwood needs to be kept
moist and cool at all times until
it is used; so, if possible, bring
a cooler and several gallon-
sized "zip lock" plastic bags.
The pecan grafting workshop is
open to the public; no preregis-
tration is needed.


mailto:GALV3@wt.net�

	COMPOST HAPPENS & APRIL 20 SEMINAR HELPS SPEED IT UP

	Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service — Galveston County	 Office					

	April 17, 2013

	Page #

	COMPOST HAPPENS & APRIL 20 SEMINAR HELPS SPEED IT UP



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



