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Be sure to pencil in a notation
on your weekend things-to-do
list to attend this weekend’s
24th Annual Galveston Home
and Garden Show at the Gal-
veston Island Convention
Center at The San Luis, 56th
Street and Seawall Boulevard.

The show will be 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Sunday.

This year’s show will feature
a wide variety of exhibitors
representing home, garden
and leisure businesses. Ad-
mission is $7 for adults and
free for children 4 years and
under.

The show benefits the Galves-
ton Island Humane Society in
Galveston.

The Galveston County
AgriLife Extension Office
and Master Gardener volun-
teers are pleased to support
this event and will conduct a
number of educational pro-
grams for the public.

“Planting Garden Vegetables”
will be provided by Herman
Auer, a Certified Texas Mas-
ter Gardener and Texas City
resident. I and the Master
Gardener volunteers can attest
to the gardening expertise of
Herman. He is an accom-
plished vegetable gardener
and has accumulated a wealth
of knowledge and hands-on
experience on home vegetable
gardening.

Herman will provide informa-
tion on a variety of topics,

including soil preparation,
types of vegetables that do
well here and variety selec-
tion. His presentation will be
at noon Saturday.

Now is the time to make
preparations for a successful
home vegetable season. Learn
from a gardening expert, start
with the right information
now, dedicate some sweat
equity and you, too, can enjoy
the experience of eating fresh,
crisp vegetables you grew
yourself.

You also will be able to visit
the Galveston County
AgriLife Extension Office
booth No. 629 to talk with the
Master Gardeners about your
home gardening and land-
scape problems. Master Gar-
deners are members of our
local community who provide
valuable assistance in con-
ducting a variety of educa-
tional programs on gardening
and other horticulture-related
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topics.

As you can surmise, the staff
of the Galveston County Ex-
tension Office and many of
our Master Gardener volun-
teers will be very busy this
weekend. We’re part of Texas
AgriLife Extension Service,
which forms a Texas-sized
partnership between a great
educational institution — the
Texas A&M University Sys-
tem — and each Texas county
commissioners court.

From state extension special-
ists with statewide responsi-
bilities, to district extension
specialists, to county exten-
sion agents and extension
volunteers located within each
county, Texas AgriLife Ex-
tension Service personnel
have the knowledge and re-
search-based information it
takes to successfully nurture
things.

Those things start with food
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horticulturist with the
Galveston County Office
of Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service. Visit
his website at
http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/
galveston.

News column printed in
the Galveston Daily
News, The Post, and
other Galveston County
Newspapers.



Master Gardeners to offer programs at big show

Page 2

and fiber products but also include fami-
lies, youth, economics, businesses, com-
munities and leaders.

From Anderson County to Zavala County
and the 252 other counties, including Gal-
veston County, in Texas, the Texas
AgriLife Extension Service continues to
build upon an almost century-long tradi-
tion of excellence in serving adults and
youth throughout the state.

So, come on out to the Galveston Home
and Garden Show this weekend and be
sure to drop by our booth and attend our
presentation on “Planting Garden Vegeta-
bles.”

Gardeners Q&A’s

Q: I follow your “mow real grass and not
just weeds a couple of times” philosophy
before fertilizing my lawn in spring. My
St. Augustine lawn grass started putting
on decent growth earlier than normal this
year. Should I go ahead and fertilize my
lawn now?

A: Since temperatures have been unusu-
ally warm throughout the winter, it would
be satisfactory to fertilize now, as lawn
grasses are producing fairly good growth
nowadays.

[ usually recommend against fertilizing
local lawns even during early March, as
lawn grass will make poor utilization of
the nitrogen when it applied too early of
the year.

Fertilizing too early primarily would be of
benefit to cool-season weeds, which cer-
tainly would make good use of a fertilizer
application. However, this has not been a
normal winter.

Q: I normally do not have problems with
broccoli plants, as they are fairly easy to
grow, but not so this season. Is my case
an exception this year?

A: I think many gardeners miss out on
growing broccoli as it typically does well

in this growing area.

The broccoli in my own home garden has
dependably produced each year since |
started growing it many, many years ago.
However, broccoli is a cool-weather —
i.e., fall and winter season — crop.

Lots of gardeners, including myself, were
disappointed with their crop yields this
year. Count that as one more effect
caused by the unusually warm winter we
have experienced this year.
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