
MARCH GARDENING CALENDAR 

fertilize established landscape 
trees and shrubs as they come 
out of their winter dormancy 
period and put out new 
growth. It is not necessary to 
punch holes in the ground to 
fertilize trees or shrubs or to 
use fertilizer spikes. Surface 
application of a granular fer-
tilizer is quite satisfactory. 

VEGETABLES: Many types 
of vegetables can usually be 
established in the garden dur-
ing mid-March including 
transplants of tomatoes and 
peppers as well as direct-
seeding of corn, cucumbers, 
eggplant, southern peas and 

The month of March signals 
the beginning of the spring 
gardening season. Landscapes 
are starting to put on a rein-
vigorating display of color. It 
always amazes me how land-
scapes slowly show hints of 
green color as temperatures 
warm and then landscapes 
seem to be densely green a 
short time afterwards. I seem 
to miss the in-between green-
ing up times. 

The month of March signals 
the beginning of the spring 
gardening season. Here's a 
checklist of things to do for 
the month: 

Master Gardener Demon-
stration Garden and Or-
chard Monthly Tours: Start-
ing this month on Thursday, 
March 7, the Master Garden-
ers have reserved the first 
Thursday of each subsequent 
month in 2013 to conduct a 
“Garden with the Masters” 
program. A guided tour or 
tour will start at 9:00 a.m.; 
gardeners are also welcome to 
causally tour the garden and 
orchard thereafter until 11:00 
a.m. 

FERTILIZE LANDSCAPE 
TREES AND SHRUBS: 
March is an excellent time to 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service — Galveston County  Office      

March 6,  2013 

The Galveston County Master Gardeners have scheduled the first Thursday of each month in 2013 to conduct a 
"Garden with the Masters" program. Gardeners are welcome to visit our Demonstration Garden and Orchard on 
Thursday, March 7. A guided tour will start at 9:00 a.m.; gardeners are also welcome to causally tour the garden 
and orchard thereafter until 11:00 a.m.  

Dr. William Johnson is a 
horticulturist with the 
Galveston County Office 
of Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service. Visit 
his website at   
http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/
galveston. 
 
News column printed in 
the Galveston Daily 
News, The Post, and 
other Galveston County 
Newspapers. 
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many other vegetables. Be prepared to 
provide cold weather protection as may 
be needed. Even though it has been a re-
markably warm winter, Mother Nature 
has been known to deliver a surprise cold 
snap during this time of year. Okra does 
not tolerate cool spells, so wait until mid-
April before planting seeds. 

WEED KILLERS AND TREES: Many 
landscape trees and shrubs are damaged 
or killed each year by the careless appli-
cation of weed killers to lawns, including 
those found in mixes of weed killers and 
fertilizers (commonly called “weed & 
feed”). Always read and follow all label 
directions very carefully including appli-
cation near the drip line of landscape trees 
and shrubs. 

DIVIDING PERENNIALS: Divide ex-
isting clumps of fall-blooming perennials, 
such as chrysanthemums, autumn asters, 
Mexican marigold mint, and physostegia 
(obedient plant). Separate the clumps into 
individual plants and set them at least 8-
10" apart in groupings of five or more. 

CHANGE CLOCKS ON MARCH 10: 
Do not forget to set your clocks Sunday, 
March 10, as Daylight Saving Time be-
gins at 2:00 a.m. That means more time in 
the evening for gardening activities. 

At A Glance 

All programs conducted at the Galveston 
County AgriLife Extension Office located 
at 4102-B Main Street (Carbide Park), La 
Marque. Pre-registration is required 
(phone 281-534-3413, ext. 12; or e-mail 
GALV3@wt.net) 
 
TITLE: GRAFTING YOUR OWN 
FRUIT TREES 
DATE: Saturday, March 16, 2013 
TIME: 9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon 
Galveston County Master Gardener Her-
man Auer, a Propagation Specialist, will 
present a program and hands-on work-
shop on grafting. Attendees will leave the 
class ready to begin their own grafting 
projects with confidence. The two graft-

ing methods presented will be T-bud 
graft, used on many types of fruit and 
citrus trees about the size of a pencil, and 
the more commonly used wedge graft. 
Additional grafting specialists will be on 
hand to provide one-on-one assistance. 
NOTE: This hands-on training is limited 
to the first 32 program registrants. Other 
persons may attend for observation only. 
 
TITLE: Vermiculture . . . worm castings 
for your garden 
DATE: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 
TIME: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
TOPICS: Presented by Galveston County 
Master Gardener Linda Brown. A fun 
program on raising red wigglers. Details 
on how to build your own worm box, 
where to get your worms, how to care for 
your worms, and how-to’s of harvesting 
the castings and using them in your gar-
den will be topics covered in the program. 
 
TITLE: Drip Irrigation . . . efficient, easy, 
and inexpensive 
DATE: Tuesday, March 26, 2013 
TIME: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
TOPICS: Presented by Galveston County 
Master Gardener Susan Roth. Learn how 
to design, install and maintain a drip irri-
gation system. Drip irrigation is the most 
efficient method of watering plants. Drip 
irrigation is also an inexpensive, easy-to-
install, easy-to-design project for do-it-
yourself individuals. 
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